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NPPF assists  green develop-
ment through hydro-power

The Bhutan-based
National Pension
and Provident
Fund (NPPF) is
aware of the eco-
logical crisis our
planet is facing to-
day.  This
prompted NPPF to
venture to a

project that is not related to its mandate
as an organization responsible for the
management and administration of the
Civil and the Armed Forces old age re-
tirement plans.  This project is the 126
Megawatt  Dagachhu Hydro-power
Project, the world’s first cross-border
clean development mechanism (CDM).
The NPPF takes pride in having under-
taken this project that will help minimize
threats and educate about environmental
risk to a greater mass and promote envi-
ronmental progress across the borders

(with India).  Since most of the power gen-
erated in Bhutan is exported to India, the
Dagachhu project is expected to help meet
the demand of power and reduce green
house gas emissions in India as well as
reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
by 500,000 tonnes per year.  In addition,
this project promotes green trade and
green economy as well as stimulate low
carbon growth, diffusing low carbon tech-
nology and exploring green power for in-
novative and green sustainable develop-
ment.  NPPF is looking forward to invest-
ing to more CDM projects with the belief
that living as one in this world is every
one’s responsibility.

NPPF’s “From the Strength of Hydro-
power to Sustainable Green Development:
Dagachhu Hydro-Power Project in Bhutan”
is winner of the ADFIAP Sustainable
Project Awards in 2014 under the Environ-
mental Development category.

IDBI promotes environmental banking
IDBI Bank is leading
the pack when it
comes to environ-
mental banking in In-
dia, and it has been
active in this field for
over 20 years now.
As part of its pioneering role, the Bank has
taken initiatives for funding all potential Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) projects
based on clean technologies like renewable,
solar cell/module projects, co-generation,
energy efficiency equipments projects, etc.
The Bank encourages viable environment-
friendly, renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency projects.  To further enhance involve-
ment in this field, the Bank has created an
exclusive group working on climate change
and more specifically on carbon credits ad-
visory services to clients to deal with CDM/
Carbon Credits of Kyoto Protocol and Vol-
untary Emission Reductions (VERs) au-
thorities.  This group has devised a struc-
tured product for providing upfront finance
against the carbon credit receivables.  It pro-

vides assistance to
the eligible CDM
projects against fu-
ture carbon credit re-
ceivables for meeting
working capital and
capital expenditures

during the interim period till carbon credits
are generated, received from the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and delivered to the
buyers.  The product has helped CDM
projects ensuring cash flow for long term
sustainability of their business besides as-
sisting them to procure clean technology
and reduce green house gases (GHG).  This
product has been well accepted by the In-
dian project developers.  IDBI Bank has been
one of the few public sector banks/FIs sig-
natories to the Carbon Disclosure Project
(CDP), as part of its initiative to promote
responsible business by striving towards a
low-carbon future.  In addition, the Bank has
been taking various initiatives for the reduc-
tion of its carbon foot prints which includes

the introduction of energy saving lighting,
installation of solar water heaters, encour-
aging steps towards creating awareness
for water and energy conservation, and cir-
culation of annual report online to its stake-
holders.

IDBI Bank’s  project “Initiative for Low-
carbon Business Sustainability through
Environmental Banking” won ADFIAP’s
Outstanding Development Project Award
2014 under the Environmental Develop-
ment Category.

The Land
Bank of the
Phi l ippines
(LANDBANK)
is aware of
the massive
deforestation
in the

country’s forests and to address this so-
cial issue, the Bank entered into a Memo-
randum of Agreement (MOA) with the De-
partment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) in August 2006, for the
Adopt-A-Watershed Project covering 14
hectares of denuded forestlands in six (pi-
lot areas nationwide).  The MOA expired in
2011 and a terminal report submitted by
the DENR in 2011  shown success of the
project.  The same Report recommended
that the project be expanded as part of the
National Greening Program (NGP) of the
Government.  Thus, LANDBANK and
DENR renewed its partnership in 2012 for
a three-year “Adopt-A-Watershed Program
II (2012-2015) that will rehabilitate a total
of 40 hectares of denuded forests in six
(6) sites nationwide (2 sites for each of the
three major islands in the country: Luzon,
Visayas and Mindanao).  In 2013, the pro-
gram continued to progress in its second
year.  However, in celebration of
LANDBANK’s 50th Anniversary, a special
tree-planting project, dubbed “50@50:
50,000 trees for LANDBANK’s 50th Anni-
versary,” was conceived.  The tree-plant-
ing project, which complemented the
Bank’s existing Adop-A-Watershed Pro-
gram, mobilized LANDBANK volunteers
and their families in planting 50,000 seed-
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LANDBANK contrib-
utes to the National
Greening Program
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lings in selected watersheds all over the
country from January 17 until August 10,
2013.  The DENR provided seedlings free
of charge, together with preparation of the
planting site.  Like the Adopt-A-Watershed
Program (Phases I, II), the tree planting is
LANDBANK’s contribution to the NGP of Phil-
ippine President Benigno Aquino.  Adopt-A-
Watershed Program Phase II is an improve-
ment from Phase I since it is now a tripartite
agreement among LANDBANK, DENR and
the respective People’s Organization (PO)
currently residing in the area.  Involving POs
in the area ensures that the seedlings are
taken care of (e.g., weeding, fertilizer appli-
cation) in the planted sites, ensuring a higher
rate of survival.  The PO’s also receive some
token amount as incentive for their efforts.
During Phase I of the Program (2005-2010),
hardwood tree species were planted in the
watersheds.  For Phase II, fruit-bearing trees
were introduced so that the upland dwellers/
communities may benefit from the fruits of
the trees.  Families and friends of
LANDBANK employees were invited/encour-
aged to participate, fostering volunteerism
and camaraderie.

LANDBANK’s “Adop-A-Watershed Pro-
gram II / 50k@50th” was winner of the
ADFIAP Outstanding Development Project
Award 2014 under the Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility category.

KfW promotes affordable and
sustainable housing in South Africa

KfW Development Bank,
working in tandem with
other donors, is providing
relief on behalf of the Ger-
man Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ)
by investing EUR 15 mil-
lion in the construction of
new homes in South Af-
rica. On the one hand, this money is being
used to finance more than 25,000 new
homes for the lower middle classes. Tech-
nology to conserve energy and water is also
being installed in 5,000 of those units, which
will significantly reduce their tenants’ and
owners’ utility bills. Energy-efficient housing
has another beneficial effect: 33,000 tonnes
and 182 million litres of water will be saved
each year compared to conventional hous-
ing. The green technology put to use far ex-
ceeds the requirements of South African law.
Thanks to KfW’s investment, these energy-
efficient houses will be marketed at prices
similar to conventional houses in order to
make them affordable for low-income house-

holds as well. Because
demand for energy-effi-
cient housing is still low in
South Africa, the price has
to be kept low in order to
help the technology flour-
ish. The financing takes
the form of a fiduciary par-
ticipation held by KfW on
behalf of the German fed-

eral government. This is paid back to the
government with interest. Buyers have to
take out standard market mortgages for the
homes themselves. The South African
housing fund “International Housing Solu-
tions II” (IHS II) is acting as a partner to KfW
and the other investors on this project. IHS
II brings together the funds contributed by
various donors, such as KfW and the
World Bank subsidiary International Fi-
nance Corporation (IFC), as well as South
African banks and pension funds, and in-
vests them in the housing construction
projects. It is the first-ever African fund to
specialise in financing affordable and en-

ergy-efficient housing.

2014 green building standard released
More stringent water-use and energy-effi-
ciency requirements are among the new re-
quirements to further reduce building’s envi-
ronmental impacts in the 2014 version of the
green building standard from ASHRAE, the
US Green Building Council and the Illuminat-
ing Engineering Society. Major changes in-
clude:

Energy: Significant updates are included to
reflect the publication of Standard 90.1-2013,
Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-
Rise Residential Buildings, including revised
building envelope provisions.
Energy performance, carbon dioxide
emissions, and renewables: Changes and
clarifications are included to reflect changes
to Standard 90.1. Carbon dioxide emission
factors for different energy sources are up-
dated.
Indoor environmental quality: Lighting
quality is added to the scope of this section,
and requirements are added for lighting con-
trols in specific space types. Requirements
for air sealing of filtration and air-cleaning
equipment are clarified, and new require-
ments for preoccupancy ventilation and
building envelope moisture management are
added.
Site sustainability: All site requirements are
now mandatory, with prescriptive and per-
formance options moved to the mandatory
requirements. Requirements for stormwater
management are enhanced, and new re-

quirements added for bicycle parking and
for preferred parking for low-emission, hy-
brid and electric vehicles. New require-
ments are added for predesign assess-
ment of native and invasive plants.
Water: More stringent water use require-
ments are included for toilets, clothes
washers, dishwashers and green roofs.
Building impacts on the atmosphere,
materials, and resources: Requirements
are updated for areas to store and collect
recyclables, including batteries and elec-
tronics. Requirements also are updated for
construction waste management and for
life-cycle assessment. New requirements
are added for multiple-attribute product dec-
laration or certification and for maximum
mercury content levels of certain types of
electric lamps.
Construction and plans for operation:
Requirements related to environmental im-
pacts associated with idling construction
vehicles are updated. New requirements
are added to reduce the entry of airborne
contaminants associated with construction
areas.

Construction of green buildings rose to 325
million square meters of new floor space
in 2013, representing a $260 billion mar-
ket, according to an October report by Lux
Research.
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Top 3 reasons to
calculate your environ-

mental footprint

1. Knowing your environmental
footprint will improve your bottom
line.  Your environmental footprint helps
you to reduce utility bills; align your
company with current regulatory
compliance; minimize risk; cut
expenses on unnecessary waste; and
more.

2. Environmental stewardship.  Be part
of the solution, not the problem.  Recent
studies indicate:

nU.S. organizations waste $2.8
billion/yr. and emit about 20 million tons
CO2 from PCs that are not shut down
at night.

               nEnergy use could double by 2050
nIn the past 50 years, humans have

consumed more resources than in all
previous history.

n55% of assessed river and stream
miles are in poor condition.

n127 million people live in areas that
exceed air quality standards.

n1.8 billion people will live in regions
with fresh water scarcity by 2025.

4. Positive press for your company
drives new business.  Companies that
understand their environmental impact
are more likely to make changes—driv-
ing positive write-ups, new business,
increased suppliers, and potential part-
ners.

continuation, Landank contributes...
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Environmental pollution is an incurable disease. It can

only be prevented.
--Barry Commoner


