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--Earl Nightingale

Land Bank amps up
environmental campaign via IEC

About 500 high
school stu-
dents from
Araullo High
School in Ma-
nila, Philippines
participated in
the recent
‘Binion’ campus
tour – the sec-
ond in a series

of public school tours organized by the Ma-
nila Bay Sunset Partnership Program Inc.
(MBSPPI) headed by Land Bank.

In 2015, MBSPPI launched an “Infor-
mation, Education and Communication”
(IEC) campaign to complement its continu-
ing efforts in the clean-up of Manila Bay and
help influence behavioral change among the
public towards proper solid waste manage-
ment.

To put a face on the IEC campaign and
to make it more appealing to the public, es-

pecially the youth, an official mascot named
“Binion” (a spin-off from the “Minion” char-
acters) was created in colors highlighting
the standard shades for segregation such
as green for biodegradable, blue for recy-
clable, black for residual and red for special
waste.

Binion has since joined campus tours
in the Manila High School in Intramuros,
Manila last December and more recently at
the Araullo High School along Taft Avenue.

The school tours feature a forum on
environmental awareness and protection
where the advocacy audio-visual presenta-
tion “That Thing Called Basura” is shown
and Binion engages students on proper
waste management thru activities and con-
tests.

The Binion school tour is scheduled to
visit five more public high schools in Manila
throughout the year, including the Manila
Science High School.

Environmental impacts of banks
Although banks do not ap-
pear to have any direct im-
pacts on the environment, it
is not so. Banks play a very
crucial role in the society
and as a financier to major
developmental projects their
role in the society and im-
pacts on the environment
cannot be neglected. Follow-
ing are the major types of the
environmental impacts of the
banks.

Internal impacts.  Banking sector is con-
sidered as a clean sector which is techno-
logically strong with minimum negative im-
pact on the environment and the society.
Direct impacts of the banks are related to
the internal operations of the banks that may
increase greenhouse emissions, like energy
consumption from lights, use of computers
and ATM machines, water, waste disposal,
business travels etc. The direct impact of
banks’ energy, waste and paper use on the
environment is comparatively less than

many other sectors but since
the size of the banking sector
is large, their impact on the
environment as a whole sec-
tor cannot be ignored.

External impacts.  It is re-
lated to the environmental im-
pacts of banks’ products and
clients’ performance. But the
situation is that opposite com-
pared to other sectors in the

economy. The banks’ products are not en-
vironmentally unsafe but the clients of the
bank who use those products put negative
impact on the environment. So it is not easy
to estimate the environmental impact of
banks’ external activities as the banks them-
selves do not have negative environmental
impact rather the users of these products
put negative impact on the environment.

http://www.cwejournal.org/vol10no3/green-bank-

ing-for-environmental-management-a-paradigm-

shift/

Stages of sustain-
able banking

Marcel Jeucken
in his book “Sus-
tainable Finance
and Banking”
has mentioned
four phases ac-
tion, that banks
should adopt for

sustainability. These stages include defen-
sive banking, preventive banking, offensive
banking and sustainable banking.

Defensive banking.  In this phase, banks
are not active and resist the environmen-
tal legislations as it affects the banks’ in-
terest. Consideration of the environmental
issues at this stage is an avoidable cost.
Preventative banking.  Due to various
driving forces like government pressure,
non-government organizations, pressure
from society etc, banks integrate the envi-
ronmental issues and risk management
activities in to their daily business activi-
ties .
Offensive banking.  In this stage, the
banks not only consider their internal ac-
tivities but also consider their external ac-
tivities.  The banks in this stage develop
and market environmental-friendly projects.
For example Green financing i.e. investing
in to environmental friendly projects. The
focus is on financing various projects which
work on renewable energy, investment
funds that invest on environment friendly
assets and release of various reports
based on the environmental performance.
Sustainable banking. At this stage all the
activities of banks are sustainable. Banks
do not invest in the ecologically unsound
business despite huge profit. The banks
do not aim towards highest financial rate
of return. The key motive is to get the high-
est sustainable rate of return. Currently,
sustainable banking is possible only for the
niche players of the field. Few example for
this are- Triodos Bank in Netherlands and
Co-operative bank in the UK.

http://www.cwejournal.org/vol10no3/green-bank-
ing-for-environmental-management-a-paradigm-
shift/
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Environmental pollution is an incurable disease. It can

only be prevented.
--Barry Commoner

8 reasons to improve the climate
impacts of your supply chain

Following the
release  of a
report that
showed that
even green-
minded multi-
nationals can
struggle to
keep tabs on
their supply
chain’s car-
bon footprint,
Dexter Galvin

of CDP — one of the organizations behind
the report — discusses how and why busi-
nesses should be looking at where they are
buying as well as where they are selling.

1. Supply chains account for the bulk of
corporate emissions. If a company is as-
piring to cut the carbon impact of its prod-
ucts, looking only within its own four walls
won’t cut it. The CDP research reveals most
supply chain emissions are around four
times the operational emissions for most
companies (with the exception of energy or
mining firms).
2. Engagement takes time, and is trickier

than you think. Many suppliers are still turn-
ing a blind eye to the climate debate — leav-
ing many big firms in the dark as to the true
impact of their business. Of the almost 8,000
key suppliers contacted through CDP’s study
on behalf of the multinationals, only 51 per-
cent even gave a response.
3. Major internationals are spearheading

supply chain reform. While the high car-
bon impact of supply chains presents sig-
nificant risk, it also presents a huge oppor-
tunity. Many big corporations are already
beginning to take their supply chain impacts
more seriously, and companies who don’t
could risk being left behind.
4. Regulation is lurking around the cor-

ner. Following the Paris Agreement many
countries are already beginning to take swift
action on emissions. Recently, China an-
nounced that the list of industries set to be
covered by its national carbon market will
include petrochemicals, power, the construc-
tion and steel industries, and even aviation.

Waiting for regulation can cause a lot of
problems, not least cost increases in the
supply chain, [while] companies that have
been managing this issue in their own will
naturally be more prepared for regulation.
5. Don’t forget water. While emissions re-
ductions and energy often steal the lime-
light as far the climate goes, the CDP re-
port also highlights the risk to companies
of ignoring the issue of water shortages.
Of the 8,000 suppliers CDP asked to re-
port on their water risk, only 34 percent had
even undertaken a water risk assessment.
6. Supply chain reform has measurable

effects ...While the CDP reported disap-
pointing returns for the number of suppli-
ers who responded to request for climate
information, where suppliers did report back
there were often significant improvements.
Between the first and third year of being in
the program, suppliers become far more
likely to report on their emissions, much
better at identifying risk to their organiza-
tion, and even twice as likely to have a re-
duction target in place.
7. And saves cash. Reducing risk is not
the only reason for purchasers to engage
with their supply chain — it also can de-
liver huge cost savings. CDP found that
those suppliers that did disclose their cli-
mate information reported combined sav-
ings of $6.6 billion. The savings also in-
crease with time — those suppliers who
have been reporting the information for at
least three years reported average savings
of $1.5 million per emissions reductions
initiative. “We’re seeing very significant
savings across the board,” said Galvin.
8. Supply chain engagement is going
public. CDP is concerned that too few
companies are engaging their supply
chains on climate — so this year it will be-
gin scoring companies on the management
of carbon and climate change across their
supply chains, with rankings to be released
in a year’s time. For companies keen to
keep their green credentials clean, this may
be the right year to check that all of their
house is in order.

What is the Science
Based Targets initiative?

Science Based Targets, http://
sciencebasedtargets.org/, aims to encour-
age businesses to take swift climate action
by setting new, ambitious greenhouse gas
(GHG) emission reduction targets. It was
formed as a response to the urgent call of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) to decarbonize the economy,

and is a joint collaboration between CDP
(formerly the Carbon Disclosure Project),
the United Nations Global Compact, World
Resources Institute and WWF.This forms
part of the work of the We Mean Business
coalition. Follow at @sciencetargets or visit
website: www.sciencebasedtargets.org to
find out more.

Source:  Jocelyn Timperley, https://

www.greenbiz.com

Environmental
management
by the bank

Banks play ma-
jor role in the
c o u n t r y ’ s
economy and in
the sustainable
development.
Bank being the
major financer
indirectly con-
tributes to the
environmental
degradation by

financing the projects and the industries
whose activities put negative impact to the
environment. Thus, the bank by their ac-
tive participation in the lending business in
a judicious manner can contribute greatly
to the environment and to the society.
Banks are now adopting various strategies
where the projects are scrutinized using a
set of tools that take environmental con-
siderations. Banks are also encouraging
projects that show its concern for the en-
vironment in the form of sustainable de-
velopment, use of renewable natural re-
sources, waste minimization, pollution pre-
vention, occupational health and safety,
energy efficient, care of human health and
many similar attributes that tries for the
betterment of the society

The bank should also see that
their clients comply with the environmen-
tal norms while operating their projects and
conduct a regular reporting on various en-
vironmental criteria. The government
should see that there is legislation that can
force banks to adopt environmental policy
statements and also make the customers
aware of it.

Source: http://www.cwejournal.org/vol10no3/

green-banking-for-environmental-management-

a-paradigm-shift/

The only way forward,

if we are going to im-

prove the quality of the

environment, is to get

everybody involved.

          -Richard Rogers


