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--Earl Nightingale

DBJapan promotes green
building certification

The Development Bank of Japan Inc.
(DBJ) has conferred a DBJ Green
Building Certification on HK Yodoyabashi
Garden Avenue, owned by Sekisui House
REIT, Inc.

DBJ’s commendation reflects the
building’s excellence in the following
aspects:  cultivating an eco-friendly
approach; introduction of LED lightning
and Building Energy Management
System; outstanding initiative for Busi-
ness Continuity Plan; introduction of

damping structure and setting up emer-
gency generator; consideration to biologi-
cal diversity: vegetation considering
ecosystem and planting plenty of trees
attracting birds. The Building Energy
Management System serves to reduce the
amount of energy consumed in the
operation of building equipment.

DBJ’s Green Building Certification
system provides a means of assessing
building design in terms of present-day
demands. Its aim is to promote the
construction of buildings which exhibit
environmental and social awareness in
aspects such as tenant comfort, conve-
nience, disaster-prevention and anti crime
measures. DBJ also supports the efforts
of real estate owners to meet the social
requirements of stakeholders: their
tenants, asset managers and investors.

ADB to provide India $500 million
for solar rooftop systems

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) is set to
provide $500 million in
financing for rooftop solar
systems that will help the
Indian government
expand energy access
using renewable energy.

ADB will provide the
financing to Punjab
National Bank - one of
India’s largest commercial banks -
which will use the ADB funds to make
loans to various developers and end
users throughout India to install rooftop
solar systems.

The financing comprises $330
million from ADB and $170 million from
the multi-donor Clean Technology Fund
administered by ADB. This funding
should mean that 11 million fewer tons
of greenhouse gases are emitted over
the typical 25-year lifetime of solar
rooftop systems.

Combined with an
additional $300 million in
subproject equity investment
and $200 million in loans
from commercial banks and
other financiers, the entire
cost of the Solar Rooftop
Investment Program is $1
billion.

The Government of
India aims to increase the

amount of energy sourced from solar
rooftop systems to 40 gigawatts by
2022. This is part of a wider goal under
the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar
Mission to increase its overall solar
energy generation to 100 gigawatts by
the same date.

ADB, based in Manila, is dedicated
to reducing poverty in Asia and the
Pacific through inclusive economic
growth, environmentally sustainable
growth, and regional integration. Estab-

lished in 1966, ADB in December 2016
will mark 50 years of development
partnership in the region. It is owned by
67 members—48 from the region. In
2015, ADB assistance totaled $27.2
billion, including cofinancing of $10.7
billion.

DBP finances largest
power plant in
 Cebu Island

The
Develop-
ment Bank
of the
Philippines
(DBP) has
granted a
Php 4.375 B
loan to First
Toledo Solar
Energy

Corporation (FTSEC) to partially finance
the construction of a 60-MW solar power
plant in Toledo City, Cebu.

The project is currently the largest
solar farm that DBP has financed, and is
also the largest solar power plant in
Cebu Island. The grant of the 15-year
term loan facility is in line with DBP’s
thrust to help the country achieve energy
independence through the development
of renewable energy resources.  The
project will augment the energy supply in
the Visayas Grid by 48.96 MW.  More
importantly, it is expected to have a
multiplier effect on the local economy by
stimulating business activities and
ultimately improving the living condition of
the residence of the province of Cebu.

The project will replace more than
157,000 barrels of crude oil equivalent
per year from alternative thermal plants
during operation.  It is also expected to
reduce about 38,000 tons of carbon
dioxide emissions.

The project is intended to qualify for
the Feed-in Tariff Program and is already
dispatching power to the Wholesale

Electricity Spot Market.



Greenbank is a bi-monthly publication of the
Association of Development Financing Insti-
tutions in Asia and the Pacific (ADFIAP).  It
features news, ideas and trends for promoting
environmental due diligence in banking. Copy-
right 2016, ADFIAP, www.adfiap.org.

Environmental pollution is an incurable disease. It can
only be prevented.

--Barry Commoner

What is BREEAM?
banking and sustainable development

RCBC leads funding of South
East Asia’s largest solar farm

The Manila-based Rizal Commercial
Banking Corporation (RCBC) serves as
the biggest funder to the country’s
largest solar power generator facility with
RCBC Capital Corporation as the sole
arranger.

The project is South East Asia’s
largest solar farm which definitely placed

the Philippines in the renewable energy
map. It has contributed significant value
and opportunities and communities in
Negros Occidental, Philippines having
employed over 2,000 local people
during the construction phase. Addition-
ally, it is estimated that the project will
produce 188, 500 MWH of solar power
per year, an amount enough to power
approximately 167, 526 households,
save 177.7 M liters of water, and
decrease carbon emission by 94, 627
tons per year (equivalent of ten years of
carbon sequestered by planting 2.4 M
trees).

BREEAM, the Building
Research Establishment
Environmental Assessment
Methodology, is managed
by London-based Building
Research Establishment,
or BRE, and used in
countries around the world.
BREEAM has been the
dominant environmental
assessment system for
buildings in the UK for almost two-dozen
years. It is the leading UK green-building
rating system.

According to a BRE spokesperson,
BREEAM has completed more than
542,868 certifications and has more than
2,242,262 registered buildings in 77

countries. In contrast, US
Green Building Council’s
LEED has completed
about 80,000 certifications
and has about 1 million
buildings in the process of
getting certified.

The LEED green
rating system is also used
globally in about 150
countries – some studies

say it is the leading sustainable building
certification everywhere except the UK.
And while others, like the Green Globe,
have tried to encroach on LEED’s lead,
for many in the US green building
certification remains synonymous with
LEED.

12 easy ways employees
can ‘green’ the office

Green your air: Plants do more than just
pretty up your work space. Plants also
absorb indoor air pollution and increase the
flow of oxygen and can help prevent “Sick
Building Syndrome” — a condition where off-
gassing office decor, carpeting and furniture
can lead to upper-respiratory colds, eye
infections and viruses and inflame allergies.

Use green cleaning supplies: When
cleaning your desk, choose products that are
certified for “green cleaning.” These products
will be hard on germs, but easy on the
environment.

Drink smart: The Natural Resource
Defense Council suggests coffee itself is
less sustainable than the coffee pot. Look for
coffee that is organic, shade grown and fair
traded. Using stainless steel filters rather

than paper
filters,
unplug-
ging the
pot when
not in use
and
bringing
reusable
mugs and
glasses to
work is also important.

Bring your lunch: Bringing lunch to work
in reusable containers is more sustainable
for the environment and for your wallet — it
also encourages healthier eating.

Don’t be a paper pusher:. Instead of
printing out copies of important documents

or agendas for meetings, save those
documents on a shared drive and pull them
up for everyone to view collectively in the
meeting.

Revamp your to-do list: For those who
prefer to write out daily lists and cross
items off as completed, consider making
this method more sustainable to avoid
pushing so much paper. You can digitize
your to-dos on a smartphone or computer
or invest in a dry-erase board, which allows
you to continue writing yourself notes and
lists without harming trees. You can even
purchase refillable dry-erase markers.

Reduce over reuse: Office paper is
highly recyclable, but a lot gets wasted.
Waste reduction is often more cost-
effective than recycling because it reduces
the amount of material that needs to be
collected, transported and processed. That
said, recycled paper is still friendlier than
new — in fact, 55 percent of water is saved
by producing recycled paper compared
with virgin paper and recycled paper uses
60-70 percent less energy to produce than
paper from virgin pulp.  Recycled copier
paper is usually more opaque than paper
made from virgin materials, making it
easier to print on both sides and not get
“show through” printing on the opposite
side.

Adjust your print settings:Color printing
generally uses more ink, so print in black
and white when you can or to conserve
even more ink, print in draft mode. Also, try
reducing your margin settings (wider
margins, smaller font size) to fit more text
on a single page — your printer will use
less paper.  Print duplex or double-sided
whenever possible.  Set duplex printing as
the default and change it on an individual
print basis only when you have to.

Use paper clips instead of staples:
Paper clips are sustainable by design.
When made of the traditional plain
aluminum, they are readily recyclable and
can be reused.

Avoid hidden power usage: Many
devices have “standby” settings that draw
power — sometimes as much as 15 or 20
watts — even when they’re turned off. To
make sure that your computer, monitor,
printer, photocopy machine, television, etc.
are all the way off, pull the plug rather than
flipping the switch before heading out the
door.

Source:  http://
www.businessnewsdaily.com/


